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Political VIPs at Bosch: chancellor Merkel and prime 
minister Costa open technology center in Portugal  
Development for automated mobility in Braga  

 

 Official opening in the presence of political representatives 

 Sensors and software for the mobility of the future 

 Over 200 engineers – around 100 of them new recruits – will work at the site 

by the end of 2018 

 New research project with University of Minho, a longstanding partner  

 

 

 

Braga, Portugal – Angela Merkel, the German chancellor, and António Costa, the 

prime minister of Portugal, today officially opened a new Bosch technology 

center in Braga together with Bosch board of management member Dr. Dirk 

Hoheisel. By the end of 2018, over 200 engineers will be working on developing 

sensors and software functions for automated driving at the location, which is 

situated about 50 km northeast of the coastal city of Porto. 100 new jobs will be 

created at the center. Some 100 associates have already transferred to the new 

4,500 m2 technology center from the company’s main site, which is located four 

kilometers away. The German chancellor was in Portugal for talks on the 

development of German-Portuguese relations. In his speech, Portuguese prime 

minister Costa welcomed the opening of Bosch’s new technology center in his 

country, saying, “Portugal stands for innovative strength. Investments like the 

one Bosch has made here underscore this.”  

 

“Our new technology center in Braga is another indicator of the great potential we 

see in Portugal. It also reflects our confidence in the expertise of Portuguese 

engineers,” Hoheisel said, adding: “I am particularly pleased that our associates 

here will be able to make an even greater contribution to one of the key projects 

of future importance – the development of automated driving.” In recent years, 

Bosch has significantly expanded its presence in Portugal: between 2015 and 

2017, it spent more than 200 million euros strengthening its activities there in the 

field of connected and automated mobility. In 2018, investments are expected to 

match the high levels of previous years. 

https://www.bosch-presse.de/pressportal/de/en/dr-dirk-hoheisel-43338.html
https://www.bosch-presse.de/pressportal/de/en/dr-dirk-hoheisel-43338.html
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Bosch in Braga: solutions for tomorrow’s mobility 

The international supplier of technology and services currently employs more 

than 3,000 associates at its Braga location – around 1,000 more than just 

five years ago. The majority are involved in the development and manufacture of 

components for connected mobility, including technology for user-friendly display 

systems and infotainment. Among these is the eCall automatic emergency 

notification system for two-wheelers. If the vehicle is involved in an accident, the 

system automatically places a call for help. Particularly for motorcyclists, who 

have a much higher risk than car drivers of being involved in an accident, the 

system can mean the difference between life and death. About ten percent of 

associates at the Braga location work on developing components for automated 

mobility. In addition to developing and manufacturing sensors for vehicle safety 

systems like the ESP electronic stability program, the location also produces 

sensors that can, for instance, accurately determine the position of self-driving 

cars. In addition, the Bosch location in Braga has a longstanding research 

partnership with the local University of Minho, one of the country’s top 

universities. In a joint project with the university, the new technology center will 

also conduct research into sensors for automated driving. This partnership is 

scheduled to commence this year and continue for three years.  

 

Bosch Portugal: growing importance in the global engineering and 

manufacturing network 

Portugal is a key location within Bosch’s global engineering and manufacturing 

network. The company has had a presence in Portugal since 1911 and currently 

employs more than 4,500 associates at four locations. 500 of Bosch’s 

Portuguese associates work in R&D. In 2017, Bosch generated sales of around 

240 million euros in the Portuguese market. Including deliveries to other Bosch 

companies, the total sales figure was 1.5 billion euros. Opened in 1990, the 

Braga plant is Bosch’s largest in Portugal. In Aveiro, Bosch’s Thermotechnology 

division develops and manufactures hot-water heaters, heat pumps, and heating 

appliances for private households. Ovar, the company’s third location in Portugal, 

is home to a manufacturing site as well as development activities of Bosch’s 

Building Technologies division. Video and fire alarm systems are one focus of 

activity at the site. Bosch’s regional headquarters in Lisbon is home to the 

company’s administrative as well as sales and marketing activities. 

 

 
  

https://www.bosch-mobility-solutions.com/en/products-and-services/two-wheeler-and-powersports/connected-services-and-systems/
https://www.bosch-mobility-solutions.com/en/products-and-services/two-wheeler-and-powersports/connected-services-and-systems/
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Contact persons for press inquiries: 

 

In Portugal: 

Nathalia Pessoa, 

phone: +351 21 8500-117, 

mobile: +351 93 7682905 

 

In Germany: 

Trix Böhne, 

phone: +49 30 32788-561, 

Twitter: @TrixBoehne 

 
The Bosch Group is a leading global supplier of technology and services. It employs roughly 
402,000 associates worldwide (as of December 31, 2017). The company generated sales of 
78.1 billion euros in 2017. Its operations are divided into four business sectors: Mobility 
Solutions, Industrial Technology, Consumer Goods, and Energy and Building Technology. As 
a leading IoT company, Bosch offers innovative solutions for smart homes, smart cities, 
connected mobility, and connected manufacturing. It uses its expertise in sensor technology, 
software, and services, as well as its own IoT cloud, to offer its customers connected, cross-
domain solutions from a single source. The Bosch Group’s strategic objective is to deliver 
innovations for a connected life. Bosch improves quality of life worldwide with products and 
services that are innovative and spark enthusiasm. In short, Bosch creates technology that is 
“Invented for life.” The Bosch Group comprises Robert Bosch GmbH and its roughly 
440 subsidiary and regional companies in 60 countries. Including sales and service partners, 
Bosch’s global manufacturing, engineering, and sales network covers nearly every country in 
the world. The basis for the company’s future growth is its innovative strength. At 125 locations 
across the globe, Bosch employs some 64,500 associates in research and development. 
 
The company was set up in Stuttgart in 1886 by Robert Bosch (1861-1942) as “Workshop for 
Precision Mechanics and Electrical Engineering.” The special ownership structure of Robert 
Bosch GmbH guarantees the entrepreneurial freedom of the Bosch Group, making it possible 
for the company to plan over the long term and to undertake significant upfront investments in 
the safeguarding of its future. Ninety-two percent of the share capital of Robert Bosch GmbH is 
held by Robert Bosch Stiftung GmbH, a charitable foundation. The majority of voting rights are 
held by Robert Bosch Industrietreuhand KG, an industrial trust. The entrepreneurial ownership 
functions are carried out by the trust. The remaining shares are held by the Bosch family and 
by Robert Bosch GmbH. 
 
Additional information is available online at www.bosch.com, www.iot.bosch.com, www.bosch-
press.com, www.twitter.com/BoschPresse. 
 
 

http://www.bosch.com/
http://www.iot.bosch.com/
http://www.bosch-press.com/
http://www.bosch-press.com/
http://www.twitter.com/BoschPresse

